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UNITED STATES MERCHANT SHIPS IN THE RIO DE 

LA PLATA (1801-1808), AS SHOWN BY EARLY 

NEWSPAPERS 

While during the years 1801 and 1802 there were at least forty- 
three United States merchant vessels in the various ports of the 
Rio de la Plata, some of which had remained there for over a 
year, 1 there do not appear to have been more than ten or twelve 
there during the year 1803, and during the year 1804 the number 

1 Extract from the American Daily Advertiser of Philadelphia for April 26, 
1803. "The following was received by the sloop Boston, and handed by a mer- 
cantile friend. 

A List of American Vessels, now in the different harbours in the River de la 
Plata, with their Tonnage, Masters, etc. 







MONTEVIDEO 


Ships 


Tons 


Captain 


Home Port 


Mercury 


225 


Parsons 


Boston 


Eliza 


300 


Loring 


a 


Montezuma 


330 


Isaacs 


a 


Antelope 


261 


Rich 


a 


Washington 


1000 


Williams 


Philadelphia 


Alexander 


160 


Griffin 


a 


Sally 


307 


McPherson 


" 


Aurora 


200 


Thompson 


tt 


Three Sisters 


338 


Ansly 


it 


America 


700 


Swain 


ii 


Pigiuo 


500 


Collet 


a 


Joseph 


200 


Grant 


Kennebunk 


Phoenix 


190 


Roberts 


Boston 


Columbus 


250 


Tappan 


Boston 



Holland 



300 Howard Boston 



Total at Montevideo, 15 Ships, 5361 tons. 
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When arrived 

May 8, 1801. 

May 18, 1801. 

August, 1801 

Dec. 30 (sailed since). 

Dec. 9, 1801. 

Dec. 24 (sailed June, 1802). 

January 7, 1802. 

Feb. 18, 1802; sailed with a 
cargo November 23, 1802. 

February 25, 1802; sailed 
with a cargo November 
23, 1802 

April 26, 1802. 

April 26, 1802; sailed with 
cargo Aug. 15, 1802. 

August 7, 1802. 

December 17, 1802. 

June, 1802— sailed in Au- 
gust, 1802, in ballast. 

July, 1802— sailed in Au- 
gust, 1802, in ballast. 
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was still further reduced. The trade with Chile was also inter- 
rupted during 1803, as we see from the following extract from 
the American Daily Advertiser of Philadelphia for March 11, 1803 : 
There were accounts from the coast of Chili and Peru, that a num- 
ber of Americans had been detained there, in the same manner as they 
have been in the River La Plata, and that the officers and crews have 
been kept in confinement, and some confiscation of property had taken 
place. A letter was received from the master of a vessel belonging to 
Nantucket, who had lost his vessel and cargo, being seized by the Span- 
iards on the coast of Peru. 

The situation of neutral vessels at the River Plate in 1804 is 
alluded to in the following extract from the American Daily 
Advertiser of Philadelphia for December 31, 1804: 

Spanish Prizes. — There are letters in town, (says the Boston Centi- 
nel), from the River of Plate, dated the 12th August, which mention, 
that on the 6th of that month, the seamen of all the vessels in the river, 
excepting two, were pressed, to reinforce the crews of three Spanish 
frigates then lying at Montevideo, laden with specie, and bound im- 
mediately for Cadiz. This circumstance is given as corroborative of 
the English account of the capture of the Spanish treasure ships. It is 







ENSENADA DE BARRAGAN 


Ships 


Tons 


Captain 


Home Port 


Arrived Sailed 


Mary Ann 


460 


Oliver 


Providence 


May 27, 1801. 


Hannibal 


287 


Jenkins 


a 


Oct. 22, 1801— Sept. 8, 1802. 


Eolla 


3310 


Arnold 


it 


Jan. 1, 1802— Aug. 1, 1802. 


Minerva 


300 


Hall 


Boston 


October 23, 1801. 


Five Brothers 


300 


Breck 


a 


December 20, 1801. 


Merrimack 


333 


Williams 


u 


Jan. 20, 1802— sailed iii 
ballast June 20, 1802. 


Louisa 


180 


Moffit 


Philadelphia 


October 11, 1801 — sailed in 
ballast June 1, 1802. 


Brigs 










Rose 


175 


Miller 


<t 


July 15, 1801 — sold in June, 
1802. 


Molly 


151 


Harding 


tt 


August 1, 1801. 


Enterprize 


150 


Wilcocks 


Connecticut 


Dec. 26, 1801— sailed Oct. 
1802 with cargo. 


Oliver Ellsworth 


400 


Henry 


New York 


April 20, 1802. 


Canton 


600 


Willis 


Philadelphia 


May 20, 1802. 
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probable the English frigates were stationed off the Southern Azores 
to intercept these vessels; — which they anticipated would make St. 
Mary's their first landfall from the coast; when bound to Old Spain. 

A gentleman who resided some years on the Rio de la Plata, men- 
tions, that, during the late war with Spain, there were upwards of 
thirty millions of dollars collected at Buenos-Ayres, and destined for 
the mother country, brought from the interior country on mules. 
It is probable, from the number of men the Spanish captured frigates 
took on board in the river, they had heard of an expected rupture be- 







BUENOS AYRES 




Ships 


Tons 


Captain 


Home Port 




Sultan 


200 


Cole 


Boston 


Dec. 26, 1801. Sold in 
1802. 


Yankee 


180 


Hilburn 


Connecticut 


Sept. 3, 1801. 


Olive 


200 


Conklin 


New York 


Feb. 19, 1802. 


Brigs 










Rising Sun 


150 


Gould 


Boston 


May 21, 1801. 


Sally 


212 


Taylor 


Boston 


February 14, 1802 sold in 
July, 1802. 


Phoenix 


160 


Cottle 


March 15, 1802, 


Sold December, 1802. 


Fair 


90 


Bowler 


Providence 


September, 26, 1800. 


Rio 


150 


Stevens 


Portsmouth 


November 22, 1801 . Sailed 
Oct. 1802. 


Success 


105 


Conklin 


New York 


May 31, 1801. 


Schooners 










James 


80 


Gray 


Boston 


April 18, 1801; sailed June 
1802. 


Thetis 


105 


Logan 


Philadelphia 


Sailed April, 1802, with half 
cargo, f 


Rose Bud 


100 


Pease 


Philadelphia 


February 10, 1802, sailed 
with cargo, June 1802. 


Sloops 










Boston 


75 


Terry 


Boston 


July 7, 1801. 


Prudence 


70 


Paddock 


Nantucket 


October 20, 1801. 


Confidence 


180 


Knowles 


Cape Ann 


April 25, 1802. 


Cumberland 


180 


Mackay 


Providence 


April 25, 1802. 


At Buenos Ayres, 


4 Ships, 7 Brigs, 


3 Schooners and 2 Sloops 


In all, 2237 tons. 










In all— 28 Ships 










10 Brigs 










3 Schooners 








2 Sloops 










43 Vessels in all- 


-11,254 tons. 







t The Thetis sailed without permission. 
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tween Great Britain and Spain, before their departure. Those ac- 
quainted with the Spanish navy say the Fame, captured by the English, 
is one of the finest frigates in the world. 

Although during 1805 few American vessels seem to have 
visited the River Plate, at least forty came there during 1806 and 
1807, from six different states. It is, therefore, not surprising 
to find many references to the English invasions of the River 
Plate in the contemporary United States newspapers, which are 
of interest as showing how closely South American events were 
followed in the United States at that time. The English at- 
tacks on the Dutch and Spanish and French colonies in South 
America and in the West Indies were matters of immediate im- 
portance to the United States at a time when a boat a month 
left Philadelphia for La Guaira, and cocoa from Cayenne and 
Surinam found a ready market in New York, Boston, and Salem. 

After the declaration of war by Great Britain on Spain in 
November, 1804, it followed as a matter of course that the Ameri- 
can colonies of Spain would be an early object of attack. The 
London Courier of November 26, 1804, as quoted in the Phila- 
delphia American Daily Advertiser for February 5, 1805, states 
that 

In remarking on the probable effects of a war with Spain: — "We de- 
sire to dispossess the Spaniards of South America, there by rendering it 
independent. But when we assert the present to be so favorable a 
period for dispossessing Spain of her American dominions, let it not 
be supposed that we wish to secure them in sovereignty for ourselves." 

There were, however, others in London, who considered the war 
as a means of annexing territory in South America, as will be 
seen from a "London Letter, Nov. 10-22, 1804", in the same 
Philadelphia newspaper for February 4, 1805, which remarks 
that 

The conquest, or absolute submission of Portugal is a natural conse- 
quence that arises out of our contest with Spain, and thus the en- 
croachments of France . . . The spread of her pernicious 
Empire, will only tend to open new sources of commerce and wealth 
to us, in the acquisition of a tract of fine sea coast upon the Atlantic 
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ocean, stretching above two thousand miles, from the River of Ama- 
zons to the Rio de la Plata. 

In the Philadelphia American Daily Advertiser for February 
13, 1805 we read that the Fishguard, H.B.M. Ship, reported that 
she had captured off Cape St. Vincent on November 29, 1804, a 
large ship from the River de la Plata, — a forerunner of further 
conquests in that direction. The United States had no cause to 
love Spain at that time. Toward the close of the year 1805 the 
trade of the United States of America with Montevideo and 
Buenos Aires, which had slightly declined after the detention of 
the United States vessels there by the Spanish authorities in 
1802, began to increase, and was again well under way at the time 
of the British invasion of the River Plate in July, 1806. That 
this invasion was not unexpected can be judged from the follow- 
ing extract from the Norfolk Ledger, printed in the American Daily 
Advertiser of Philadelphia for February 10, 1806: 

THE BRITISH IN SOUTH AMERICA. 

The following copy of a letter from a gentleman in Barbadoes, dated 
January 4, (1806), to his friend in this place, was handed us this 
morning: 

"A Portuguese vessel from the Brazils, was spoken with a few days 
ago, and reported that the expedition under the command of general 
sir David Baird, and Sir Home Popham, have taken Buenos Ayres." 

The public have long been in suspense as to the destination of the 
fleet and army under Admiral Sir Home Popham, and gen. Sir David 
Baird, the Cape of Good Hope was generally supposed to be the object 
of this armament. Should the British make a permanent establish- 
ment in this settlement the political and commercial situation of the 
world will undergo a considerable change. The force of this expedi- 
tion was four ships of the line, frigates, etc., and six thousand troops, a 
force we understand from an intelligent person who was lately at the 
River La Plata, more than adequate to the reduction of the province 
of Paraguay. 

The same issue of the American Daily Advertiser prints an "Ex- 
tract from a letter from Barbadoes, dated January 4, 1806: 
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Admiral Cochran spoke a Portuguese ship a few days ago off Mar- 
tinique, from Rio-la-Plate bound to Havanna, from whom he learnt that 
Sir Home Popham's squadron was at Buenos Ayres. 

These reports were contradicted by Captain Hewitt, of the 
United States ship George and Mary (the first vessel, so far as is 
known, to make regular journeys between the United States and 
the Eiver Plate), who left Montevideo on December 20, 1805, 
when he arrived at New York City on February 19, 1806. He 
confirmed the accounts brought by Captain King, of the brig 
Ann and Frances, who had left Montevideo nearly a month earlier, 
on November 25, 1805 — arriving at New York on February 16, 
1806, with a cargo of jerked beef, hides and tallow, 

that no British expedition had arrived there, as was reported; nor was 
any such measure apprehended. It was reported, however, when he 
left the River, (Plate), that a British fleet, their force not known, were 
off the Brazils. 

That the reports of the British invasions of the River Plate con- 
tinued, and that they were of interest to the newspaper readers 
of the leading shipping centers of the United States at that time, 
appears from the Philadelphia American Daily Advertiser of 
April 9, 1806, which quotes from the New York Daily A dvertiser 
as follows: 

Advice is received at the island of Cuba, by a Packet from Old Spain, 
that Montevideo on the River La Plata, is taken possession of by the 
British, and that their force amounted to eighteen thousand troops — 
the commanding officer on this expedition was not named at Cuba, 
when our informant received this intelligence. 

The Philadelphia American Daily Advertiser of February 25, 
1806, corroborates the above, stating that 

A Jamaica Paper of Jan. 20, 1806, contains the following article: — By a 
Portuguese Vessel, at Barbadoes from Rio-de-la-Plata, information was 
received that Buenos Ayres had been taken by Sir Home Popham and 
Sir David Baird, without any loss on our part. 

In the meanwhile the expedition under these Generals had 
captured the Dutch colony of the Cape of Good Hope, and found 
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there a number of United States vessels, for whom Table Bay was 
then an important point of call ■ on their way to Mauritius (or 
the Isle of France, as it was then called, since it belonged to France 
until 1810), Calcutta, Canton, Manila, Batavia, and other Far 
Eastern trade centers. There were 29 United States vessels at 
Calcutta in 1805, and complaint was made in the British Parlia- 
ment that the Americans — whose carrying trade then embraced 
all the world — supplied the British West India colonies with 
India productions. 2 On February 14, 1806, there were sixteen 
United States vessels at the Isle of France; 3 and on March 11, 
1806, there were nineteen at the Cape of Good Hope, 4 among them 
the ship Elisabeth, of Philadelphia, from Mozambique for "River 
La Plata," whose captain, Thomas Waine, wrote to Sir Home 
Popham, on March 28, 1806, urging him to attack the River 
Plate cities, stating that he had been there, and offering to aid the 
British fleet in their attempt. 6 That United States vessels were 
accustomed to ply between the Cape of Good Hope and the River 
Plate at that time is proved by the voyage of the Jefferson, 
Captain Smith, which arrived at the Cape of Good Hope from 
the Rio de la Plata on November 3 or 4, 1804; 6 the Benjamin, 
Captain Newell, of New York, which sailed from the Cape of 
Good Hope January 5, 1805, 7 for Rio de la Plata; and the Hunter, 
of Baltimore, which was at the Cape of Good Hope on March 8, 

1804, to sail soon for the Rio de la Plata. 8 So far as can be 
ascertained, the Elisabeth was at the Cape of Good Hope from 
November 1, 1805, until sometime late in the spring of 1806. She 
ran ashore at the Cape in a very heavy gale on November 3, 

1805, having on board a cargo of slaves from Mozambique. 9 
The close touch maintained by the United States press on the 

progress of events at the Rio de la Plata is shown by the follow- 

2 Philadelphia Daily Advertiser, May 7, 1806. 

'Ibid., May 5, 1806. 

'Ibid., May 15, 1806. 

6 Bernard Moses, South America on the Eve of Emancipation, p. 261. 

6 Philadelphia Daily Advertiser, January 16, 1805. 

Ubid., April 26, 1805. 

'Ibid., May 5, 1804. 

Hbid., January 13, 1806. 
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ing extracts from the Philadelphia American Daily Advertiser for 
1806:— 

(Issue of July 9.) — Arrived (at Philadelphia) the ship ACTIVE, 
Captain Morris, in 60 days from Cape-Good Hope : by whom it is stated, 
that Sir Home Popham sailed from the Cape on the 14th April last, in 
the DIADEM, and RAISONABLE, of 64 guns, two frigates, and a 
number of transports, on board of which, was a train of artillery and a 
Highland regiment- It was generally believed that this expedition was 
destined against the Spanish settlements of Rio-de-Plata. 

(Issue of July 21.) — On July 18, 1806, there arrived at New York the 
American ship HOPE, Captain Sheffield, from Canton, and 69 days 
from the Cape of Good Hope. She left at the Cape of Good Hope the 
brig Eliza, Captain Chace, of Nantucket, repairing, having been dis- 
masted. The British fleet under Sir Home Popham had left the Cape 
for the River Plata, as was supposed. The French Frigate La Con- 
nonier, of 44 guns, came into the Bay, and the British opened their 
batteries on her, when the frigate slipped her cables, and put to sea 
without sustaining any damage. It was supposed that this frigate 
belonged to Jerome Bonaparte's squadron, as thirteen sail were then 
in sight. 

(Issue of July 22.)— LATE FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, London, 
June 5. "The emancipation of South America would, no doubt, be 
advantageous to this country in two points of view — as opening a mar- 
ket for English manufacturers — and as cutting off the resources of our 
arch enemy, to whom the Treasury of Spain is as his own. Whatever 
may be the resolve of Ministers on this subject, Miranda will derive an 
indirect co-operation from this Country, as any Spanish reinforcement 
which may be sent out will most probably be intercepted by our fleets. 
Miranda is a strange romantic character, less known to our readers 
than he happens to be to the writer of this article." 

(Issue of July 28.)— Charleston, S. G, July 15, 1806. By a gentle- 
man who arrived last Sunday from Cayenne, we are informed, that 
Jerome Bonaparte, who sails under the orders of a French admiral, was 
originally bound to the Cape of Good Hope, probably on his way to 
the East Indies; but, speaking a transport carrying some of the Dutch 
troops to Europe, he learned the fate of that colony, and of one of his 
frigates, which had entered it, not knowing of its capture. 

In May, 1806, Jerome Bonaparte was at Cayenne, which served 
under the indefatigable Victor Hugues as an effective base for 
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French operations until its capture in 1808. It is noteworthy 
that United States trade with Cayenne continued throughout this 
period. With a brother of Napoleon in South America and a fleet 
at his disposal, the conquest of the largest Spanish city on the 
east coast by the British was a logical move. 

The American Daily Advertiser for July 7, 1806, quotes as fol- 
lows from the Salem Register: 

It is also again reported, that the English intend an expedition against 
the Brasil country and to seize upon La Plata. This expedition is 
named as to be performed from the Cape of Good Hope. We may not 
expect to see this country disturbed till the fate of Portugal is deter- 
mined, unless the English confine themselves to the Spanish settlements 
in La Plata itself. The common account of La Plata is, that bounded 
by the Amazon, Brazil, Patagonia, and Peru and Chili, it is divided into 
provinces, of which Assumption is the capital in Paraguay; St. Anne 
in Paraguay; Cividad Real of Guaira; Los Reyes of Uraguay ; St. Jago of 
Tucuman, and Buenos Ayres of Rio de la Plata. Buenos Ayres is the 
principal place on the south side of the river, from which the country 
is named. The river is 7 leagues over at this place. 

It was not long before more definite news reached the United 
States. The American Daily Advertiser mentions, in its issue of 
September8, 1806: 

Capt. Collins, of the ship ARCTIC, arrived at Charleston, S. C, in 68 
days from the River Plate, informs, that in a few hours after sailing he 
fell in with a British squadron of 8 ships of war, and was boarded by 
the DIADEM, Captain King; the squadron was under the command of 
Sir Home Popham, and was destined to act againt Montevideo. 

A month later, the issue of October 10, 1806 prints a letter from 
Boston dated October 6, 1806, which states: 

Captain Stevens arrived here on Saturday last, from St. Sebastians 
(Brazil coast) informs, that accounts had been received previous to his 
sailing, that Sir Home Popham had arrived off Montevideo, and sent 
in a flag demanding the surrender of that place. The issue was not 
known when he came away. 
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The Philadelphia American Daily Advertiser in its issue of 
December 15, 1806, furnishes the following extremely inaccurate 
account of a part of South America: 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

The public have been presented with a description of that part of 
South America lately conquered by the English. The following is an 
account of such of the other contiguous places, as may be expected to 
invite the attention of British valour and British enterprize : 

CHILI. 

This Province is in length 1268 miles, in breadth 580, and is bounded 
on the east by La Plata. St. Jago is the chief town. 

The climate of Chili is one of the most delightful in the world, being 
a medium between the two extremes of heat and cold. Not only the 
tropical fruits, but all species of grain come to the greatest perfection. 
The country is but thinly inhabited; but prodigious numbers of oxen, 
goats, sheep, &c. are fattened on the plains. 

Chili produces great quantities of gold, silver, copper, tin, quick- 
silver, iron and lead. Such vast quantities of gold are washed down 
from the mountains, annually, as are estimated at 8,000,000 of dollars. 

PERU. 

This province is bounded on the north by Chili. It extends in length 
1820, and in breadth 500 miles. 

In this district is that immense chain of mountains, the Andes, which 
separate it from Amazonia and Paraguay. A number of rivers run 
through the country into the Pacific Ocean. Gold and silver are pro- 
duced in great abundance; and Peru is the only place that produces 
quicksilver, an article of immense value, which was first discovered 
in 1567. It is a singular fact that it never rains in Peru; but this want 
is amply recompensed by a soft kindly dew, which generally falls every 
night. 

Wheat, barley, cassava, skins, potatoes, wine, &c, are produced 
here; a principal article of commerce is the Peruvian bark. — The tree 
which produces this most invaluable drug grows most abundantly in 
Quito. The tree which bears it is about the size of a cherry tree, and 
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produces a kind of fruit resembling an almond, but it is only the bark 
which possesses those excellent qualities, for which it is so much cele- 
brated. Pride and laziness, as in the other parts of South America, 
are the characteristics of the natives. 

As an instance of the prodigious wealth of this country, we need only 
remark, that in the year 1682, when the viceroy made his entrance into 
Lima, the capital, the inhabitants to do him honour, caused the streets 
to be paved with ingots of silver, to the amount of seventeen millions 
sterling. Indeed all travellers speak with amazement of the churches 
loaded with gold, silver and precious stones. 

The New York Evening Post, in its issue of January 14, 1807, 
gives the following "Extract of a letter dated Monte Video, 
River of Plate, Oct. 4, 1806": 

All the troops that came with the British squadron, a number of 
seamen, and all the marines, were killed or made prisoners at the re- 
capture of Buenos Ayres, and the prisoners sent two hundred leagues 
into the country. The commodore (Popham) informed me he should 
continue the blockade until he heard from Europe. The ship which 
carried his dispatches of the re-capture of Buenos Ayres, did not sail 
until the 18th ult. therefore the blockade will certainly continue until 
January or February. 

There has been an embargo at this port ever since the British arrived 
in this river, early in June. Seventeen American vessels now in this 
port, some of which have been embargoed and their cargoes on board 
between three and four months. 

One Sch'r escaped in a fog, for Charleston, since when all our papers 
have been taken from us. The following, as far as I can ascertain, are 
the names of the American vessels in this port: — 

Ship Pigou, Captain Collet, of Philadelphia, here 8 months 
Ship Bellisarius, of Boston, Captain Wilds, here 4 months 
Ship Margaret, of Charleston, Captain Mulberry, here 5 months 
Ship American, Eagle, Captain King, of New York, here 4 months 
Ship Recourse, of Providence, Captain McGee, here 4 months 
Ship Truth, of Boston, Captain Wald, here 4 months 
Ship Eugene, of Boston, Captain Hickson, here 4 months 
Ship Venelia, of Boston, Captain Welsh, here 4 months 
Ship Wampoo, of New York, (captain not stated), here 8 weeks. 
Ship Rufus, of Boston, Captain Dabory (Dabney), here 3 weeks 
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Brig Harriet and Jane, of Portland, Captain Turner, here 5 months 
Brig Mary, of Baltimore, Captain Bunbury, here 5 weeks 

The same paper in its issue of February 28, 1807, gives the fol- 
lowing information: 

Boston, Feb. 24. From the River Plate. — By Mr. Wells, who ar- 
rived in town last evening from the River Plate, by way of the Vine- 
yard, we have the following particulars: — "After the re-capture of 
Buenos Ayres, commodore Popham came with his squadron before Mon- 
tevideo. About the 5th of October there arrived from the Cape of 
Good Hope, the Lancaster 64, Medusa frigate, and a number of trans- 
ports with about 18000 troops. On the 28th October an attack was 
made by the squadron against the town of Monte Video. But for 
want of water for the larger ships, the attempt was relinquished. But 
the next day, the town of Maltonada was taken by the said troops, and 
remained in their possession Nov. 25, when Mr. W. sailed. 

It appears it was the object of Commodore Popham to keep pos- 
session of Maldonada, and remain in the river until he had accounts 
from home. If reinforced, it was believed he would make a serious 
attack on Monte Video; but if otherwise, it was supposed that he would 
leave the country, directing a few ships to remain to blockade the river. 
Considerable distress and discontent seems to exist in the Province of 
La Plata, which may lead to consequences not generally expected. 

The ship Bellisarius, Capt.. Wilds, on which Mr. Wells came, made 
the trip in 86 days, leaving River Plate Nov. 26 (1806) the following 
American vessels : 

The Bashaw, Captain Peterkin, bound in, papers endorsed 

The Superb, Captain Longfield, " " " " 

The Perseverance, Captain Brown, " " " " 

The Truth, Captain Waldo, detained coming out 

The Margaret, Captain Millbury, " " " 

The Eugene, Captain Hixon, " " " 

The Rolla, Captain Coffin, " " " 

The Venelia, Captain Walsh, " " " 

The Swift, Captain not stated, " " " 

The Tyler, Captain Webb, 
(all lying at Maldonado). The brig Bounty, Captain Dutton, of Port- 
land, was sent to the Cape Nov. 20, for condemnation, having naval 
stores. 
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The Columbia, Hudson; and Mentor, Fitch, were permitted to pass, 
but were not allowed to enter by the Spaniards, and returned. The 
American Eagle, Captain King; the Resource, Captain Magee; the 
Mary, Captain Banbury; the Whampo, Captain Bourne; the Minerva, 
Captain Gernon; the Trial, Captain Malborn; were at Montevideo, 
and would probably, be detained coming out. The embargo at Monte- 
video was raised Nov. 3, and all neutrals ordered away in 20 clays. 

In its issue of May 6, 1807, the same paper gives an account of 
operations about Montevideo, as follows: 

Providence, May 2— CAPTURE OF MONTEVIDO— Wednesday 
last arrived here the ship Favorite, Capt. Russell, in 55 days, from St. 
Salvador, a Portuguese settlement on the coast of Brazil. Capt. Rus- 
sell has favored us with the following intelligence : Qn the 14th Decem- 
ber last an English squadron of 21 sail arrived at Rio de Janeiro, among 
which were the Ardent, of 60 guns, Commodore Donelly; the Unicorn 
frigate, and a sloop of war, the rest transports. The troops on board 
were commanded by General Auchmuty, an American by birth, and 
Gen. Lumney; the first was authorized to act as Governor of the district 
of Montevideo, should it be under the dominion of the English. The 
number of troops was reported to be 6000, but from a variety of cir- 
cumstances it is probable that they did not exceed 3000. Great dispatch 
was used in watering, and the squadron sailed for the River Plate on 
the 30th December. The ardour of the troops was highly excited at 
the recital of the cruelties perpetrated by the Spaniards on the English 
prisoners at the recapture of Buenos Ayres, and a spirit appeared to be 
universal among them for taking ample vengeance. The Favourite 
sailed from St. Salvadore on the 5th of March, on the morning of which 
day an arrival from Rio Grande, in a passage of 35 days, brought in 
intelligence, that Montevideo was in the hands of the English. By 
comparing dates, it is probable that it fell between the 10th and 20th 
of January. The news of the capture of this place was bro't to Rio 
Grande by an English vessel, which was dispatched there by the con- 
querors for provisions. The private letters received at St. Salvador 
mentioned that the place sustained a close siege of six days, and was at 
length carried by storm. They also implied that the violences com- 
mitted after the capitulation of Buenos Ayres were fully retaliated. 
It would seem, from the want of provisions the English suffered after 
the fall of Montevideo, that their power could not extend far into the 
country. The Spaniards were extremely exasperated against the 
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Americans, on account of the part acted by certain individuals in the 
conquest of Buenos Aires, and an American vessel arrived from Monte- 
video while the Favourite lay at the port of Rio de Janeiro, which had 
been permitted by the English to proceed to the former place; she 
gave information, that on her approach to the batteries she was brought 
to, and a boat dispatched to inform her, that if she continued within 
reach of the guns another hour, they would certainly sink her. 

LIST OF AMERICAN VESSELS AT MONTEVIDEO, OCTOBER 

25, 1806 

Ships Belisarius, Wilds, of Boston, loaded ; Venelia, Walsh, of Boston, 
for New Orleans; Truth, Waldo, of Boston, loaded ; Margaret, Millberry, 
for Charleston; Hixon, of Boston, for Charleston; Resource, Magee, of 
Providence, for Charleston or Baltimore; Pigou, Collet of Philadel- 
phia, for London; brig Harry & Jane, Turner, of Portland, for London; 
ship American Eagle, King, of New York, had almost 500 tons of her 
cargo (beef, tallow and hides) and would have been wholly loaded had 
she been permitted to go 112 miles outsides the harbor into deeper 
water — brig Mentor, Goodwin, of Boston, arrived 10th April in distress, 
and as the captain could not obtain funds to repair (having no inward 
cargo) he thought of giving her up to the underwriters. 

Brig Trial, Malbone (former captain dead) of Newport, from Mozam- 
bique and Rio Janeiro, uncertain when to sail. Ship Whampoa, Bowin, 
from New York, arrived the last of August, was chased in and fired at 
by one of Sir Home Popham's gun ships; but getting under cover of St. 
Phillips, got safe in. She was not taking in any cargo. Brig Rolla, 
Coffin, from New York, arrived about the 10th of Sept., and was also 
chased by the Leda frigate and a number of English cutters, and fired 
at; but, being protected by the Spanish forts and gunboats, got safe in, 
had not begun to take in a cargo. 

Ship Rufus, Dabney, of Boston, from Africa; ship Mary, Banbury, 
from Baltimore; brig Minerva, Gernon, Charleston. Schooner Mary, 
Campbell, of and for Charleston, having been loaded nearly two months, 
and seeing no prospect of the embargo's being taken off, ran out of 
Montevideo in the night of October 2d in consequence of which the 
Governor issued orders to all neutral captains to deliver up their ship's 
papers to the captain of the port, to launch their topmasts, and get every 
yard on deck, which was instantly complied with, for fear of worse 
treatment. From that time a sharp lookout was kept, particularly for 
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Americans. Laying off the island of Flores, brig Sally Ann, Deforest, 
of Boston, from Africa; and ship Swift, Boucher, from Newport, with 
naval stores, and it was supposed she would be condemned. Both ves- 
sels had been more than six weeks in possession of the English commo- 
dore. Ship Isabella, O'Reilly, supercargo, of Philadelphia, from Lon- 
don, with dry goods. It was supposed she would not be permitted to 
unload though consigned to the father-in-law of the present governor. 

To assist in defraying the expense of the expedition to Buenos Ayres, 
an extra duty of 14 per cent had been laid on all produce shipped to a 
foreign port, it being now as high as lOJ per cent, on what the produce 
is valued at in the custom house, exclusive of the ramo de guerra on ox 
and horse hides. An ox hide now pays 25| cents; horse hide 16 cents; 
tallow, valued at 4 dolls, per quintal, pays 45f cents per quintal; 
jerked beef valued at 1 doll, pays 1| do. 

Prices current at Montevideo, Oct. 25th. — Good ox hides from 14 to 
15 reals per 40 lbs., horse do. 4 to 5 reals each, scarce; tallow per 100 lbs. 
7 dolls, and very scarce; jerked beef 2 dolls, per quintal, in demand, 
but in consequence of the blockade would soon fall to 1| doll, and 
perhaps less, the killing season advancing; wool 7 dolls, per 100 wt. 
little at market; copper 17 to 18 dolls, very scarce and little at market. 

An extract from the American Daily Advertiser, Philadelphia, 
issue of January 9, 1807, gives the following interesting details: 

New York, January 7. Mr. Gilbert Deblois, of Boston, passenger in 
the schooner Adela, from Cayenne, informs, that he left the port of 
Monte Video, in the River Plate, on the 28th October last, at 12 o'clock 
at night, in a small French privateer schooner called the L'Oiseau, Capt. 
Bidois, (the only vessel that had, or would have liberty to depart the 
port for some months,) and has handed us the following intelligence 
relative to South America: "On the 27th of June last, the capital of 
La Plata, the city of Buenos Ayres, was taken by an expedition from 
the Cape of Good Hope, under the command of Sir Home Popham and 
Major General C. Beresford, consisting of about 1600 choice troops, 
and without any loss, and a generous capitulation; they kept possession 
of the city until the 12th of August following, when the said Beresford, 
was attacked and taken by an expedition of 2000 men, undertaken from 
Monte Video by a French' gentleman by the name of Linier, (formerly 
naval officer,) who was accompanied by a number of the first merchants 
in Monte Video, and about 70 French gentlemen, as volunteers; the 
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battle was fought and disputed with great obstinacy by the British, but 
headed by an intrepid officer the Spaniards bore down all opposition. 
The loss of the British in killed, wounded and massacred, after they had 
surrendered, was by the best accounts stated to be 420 men, and the 
Spaniards about 260, in killed and wounded, but almost f ths of their 
wounded expired of their wounds, owing (as they say) to the British 
using poisoned balls; but a well-informed French officer, who shared their 
dangers, told Mr. D. it was not the venomous balls of their enemies, 
but the ignorance and unskilfulness of their own friends, improperly 
styled surgeons, that killed the Spaniards. The Spaniards retook their 
capital by storm, and made prisoners nearly 1200 English; but a serious 
dispute had taken place between General Beresford and General Lanier, 
the English General insisting, and saying, that a capitulation was made 
and signed while the white flag was flying on the fortress, and which the 
Spanish commander absolutely denies; however, the prisoners were 
sent away a distance of 3 or 400 miles into the country, and it was re- 
ported that General Beresford and his officers were coming to Monte 
Video, to be sent to Europe, but it was afterwards thought more proper 
to order them to Cordovir, only about 350 leagues, or 1050 miles, from 
Buenos Ayres. The common soldiers accompanying the expedition 
from Monte Video, robbed and plundered every English abode at 
Buenos Ayres, and also every Spanish house wherein an Englishman was 
seen to enter or reside; they also put into prison, among many others, 
Mr. Wm. P. White (formerly of Boston), Mr. Malee, a Mr. Jackson, a 
Mr. Mark Riley and a Mr. Haselback. The former (Mr. White) was 
induced to receive an office, such as a Prize Agent, under the English 
Government, for which he was recompensed by being put into close 
confinement 2 months and part of the time incommunicable, and with 
the British officers, was obliged to take a journey into the interior. 
No stranger whatever permitted to go up to Buenos Ayres, as 
they mean, without exception, to exclude all from thence, especially 
Americans. 

"The British, upon their becoming masters of Buenos Ayres, found 
only 1,200,000 dollars of public property, (although there were six 
times that amount in the place) which they sent, with dispatches to 
England in the frigate Narcissus. They had collected considerable cop- 
per and quick silver, but as it was not taken on board the transports 
they got only the money off. Sir Home Popham was in Buenos Ayres 
when it. was retaken, and with great difficulty effected his escape in a 
boat to his ships; after which, with the exception of one gun brig left 
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cruizing between the Colonia and Buenos Ayres, he brought his squad- 
ron (consisting of his own ship, the Diadem of 64 guns, Capt. King; 
Raisonable 64, Captain Rowley; Diomede 50, Capt. Philips; one frigate, 
two sloops of war, and several armed transports) down the river, and 
anchored in full view of the harbour of Monte Video. Some days he 
would have every ship under weigh; at other times only one or two of 
easy draught of water, who would stand in so close, that the very in- 
habitants could discern the buttons on the officers' uniforms. Sir 
Home had sent into Monte Video upwards of thirty flags of truce, de- 
manding Gen. Beresford and his troops, a supply of provisions, and 
some medicines for his sick and wounded. The Governor, tired of 
such business, generously sent Sir Home Popham a supply of fresh 
provisions, and twenty three English seamen, who were brought into 
Monte Video a few months previous, in an English Guineaman — and 
saying, that he should not respect any more flags of truce from that 
time. Sir Home Popham answered the governor's civility, by accept- 
ing the fresh supply of provisions, and receiving the twenty three sea- 
men; but, contrary to the etiquette observed in time of war about ex- 
change of prisoners, he refused to deliver up the like number of Span- 
iards, which he might very easily have done, as he had more than ninety 
in his possession, which were taken from a small town on the south en- 
trance of the river, 

"Several skirmishes had taken place between the English vessels 
and Spanish gunboats and forts; and almost every day they saluted 
Monte Video with 12 and 18 lb. shot, — which, to those people who were 
peaceably attending to their business, and especially the young ladies, 
who, by their religion, were obliged to attend mass every day, was ex- 
tremely ungenteel and inconvenient — for a few days previous to Mr. 
D.'s departure, an English brig sent a number of heavy shot into and 
over the city, some of which had the audacity to tear away the SE. 
corner of St. Philippe's church: however, not many lives were lost, or 
much damage done. 

On the 12th July last, an embargo was laid on all vessels in the port of 
Monte Video, and continued with more than usual rigour when Mr. D. 
sailed. The reasons assigned were — 1st that they were going to fit 
out an expedition to retake Buenos Ayres; when that was accomplished, 
the 2nd was, that they were going to expedite four vessels with dispatches 
for Spain; when that was done, and the four dispatch vessels by uncom- 
mon good luck had escaped clear of the blockading squadron in the 
river, the Governor's last objection to taking off the embargo was, that 
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the British squadron were starving for the want of provisions, which 
everybody knew to the contrary, as the Raisonable man of war, had 
been dispatched to and arrived from Rio Janeiro with so much of a 
supply as to be obliged to caulk in her lower tier of gun ports. 

It was reported before Mr. D. sailed, that Sir Home Popham had 
received a reinforcement of 3500 men from the Cape of Good Hope, 
which he believes to be true, as he himself counted 35 sail at anchor 5 
miles below Montevideo, between Point Carrettas and the island of 
Flores the same evening he sailed; and it was known that 18 sail more 
had arrived off Maldonado, a city at the N entrance of Rio Plata; as 
the governor of Monte Video had, the 23d October, received a letter 
from the commandant at Malo, who wrote to that effect. If this force 
has arrived, Sir Home will undoubtedly attack Monte Video; but 
whether he will be able to take possession, even with 5000 men, is very 
uncertain, as the Spaniards have nearly 10,000, and in high spirits. 
Among the 35 sail at anchor off Flores island, some were Spanish, some 
Portuguese and some Americans detained, or captured. 

Sir Home Popham, about the 29th September, sent in a flag of truce 
to the governor of Monte Video, declaring the port in a state of block- 
ade, but also mentioned, that all neutrals might have leave to pass his 
squadron, provided they did it in 7 days, and in ballast only — after 
that he would keep up a rigorous blockade. This extraordinary deter- 
mination was notified to all neutrals by the governor. After two days 
had elapsed out of the seven, some few ships, Portuguese and Danes, 
endeavored to avail themselves of the opportunity and go out in bal- 
last, but were stopped by the Spanish government. The American 
vessels not being ready to go out in the limited time, the captains 
petitioned the governor to take off the embargo, but without success. 

The communication between the Cape of Good Hope and the 
River Plate had been maintained by American vessels for some 
time previous to the English invasion. The ship Hunter of Bal- 
timore, from Batavia, was at the Cape of Good Hope on March 
8, 1804, "soon to sail for the Rio de la Plata"; she sailed during 
part of the way in company with the ship Alert, Captain Ibbets, 
from Canton to Boston (see issues of the American Daily Adver- 
tiser, of May 5 and 22, 1804), and the ship Benjamin, of New 
York, Captain New T ell, sailed from the Cape Qf Good Hope, 
January 15, 1805, for the Rio de la Plata (see issue of the Ameri- 
can Daily Advertiser, of April 26, 1805). 
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The American Daily Advertiser, Philadelphia, in its issue of 
January 3, 1807, gives the following account of the recapture of 
Buenos Aires : 

New York, January 1. A gentleman who arrived here in the schooner 
Maria Theresa, from Havana, has furnished the following translation 
of the official account of the re-capture of Buenos Ayres. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

Extract from the official accounts received at Havanna, relative to the 
retaking of Buenos Ayres, by Don S. Liniers. 

Aug. 1. — Last night a detachment of 500 English attacked 200 Span- 
iards, encamped 4 leagues from the city, and made them leave the field, 
with 4 cannon and 8 prisoners : few were killed or wounded on either side. 

5th. — Our transports crossed from Sacramento to the river of Las 
Conchas, with a favorable SE. wind, and landed 2700 men, with cannon, 
other arms, etc. 

8th. — Very heavy rain from the 6th until last night. We have this 
moment received news that our troops are marching towards this city, 
suffering great hardships from the many swamps that lay between us, 
and impede the passage of the artillry. 

10th. — At 12 o'clock, Gen. Liniers sent the Lieutenant of Infantry, 
Don Hilario Quintance, to ask the British General to surrender himself 
in the course of fifteen minutes; but that officer returned without an 
answer, as he was denied admittance into the fort. At four o'clock the 
following letter was sent to the British General: — 

"Very excellent Sir, 

"The fate of arms is variable — it is less than a month since Your 
Excellency took this capital without any opposition; attacking with a 
very small number of troops a multitude of people, who surely were 
more deficient of a good commander, than courage to oppose your in- 
tention: But at present, penetrated by the highest enthusiasm, and valour 
they are ready to throw off a hateful yoke, and to demonstrate that 
the courage shown by the inhabitants of Ferrol, the Canary Islands, 
and Porto Rico is not a stranger to those of Buenos Ayres. I come 
at the head of well disciplined troops very superior to yours. The 
maritime forces that occupy the entrance of the river, will not leave a 
retreat for Your 'Excellency. Thousands of inhabitants, well armed, 
full of honour and courage, only wait for a signal from me to overthrow 
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the British troops. — The just esteem clue to the courage of Your Ex- 
cellency, the great generosity of the Spanish nation, and the horrors 
that inspire the destruction of men, induces me to give Your Excellency 
this advice; and I expect that as Your Excellency is well acquainted 
with your perilous situation, without resource, you will let me know in 
the precise term of fifteen minutes, if you are disposed to a desperate 
effort; and give your troops up to total destruction, or surrender to a 
generous enemy. May our Lord guard Your Excellency many years." 

SANTIAGO TENTERS. 

Army before B.Ayres, Aug. 10', 1806. 
To the very excellent Sir 
Wm Carr Beresf ord 

This letter was answered with the following lines : 

"I have taken this town after two victories; its fate arms will decide." 

(Signed) BERESFORD. 

On the 11th Aug. our troops attacked and entered by assault at the 
Retiro, where we took a guard of fifty men prisoners. We entrenched 
ourselves and placed a 24 pounder facing every street. All night sev- 
eral skirmishes between our patroles and the advanced guards of the 
enemy took place. 

12th. — All this day and night several skirmishes between the Cata- 
lonians and the enemy; our artillery fired also on the British Shipping 
and did damage. Our long expected long boats, in which we place great 
hopes, are not arrived yet. 

13th. — At 10 o'clock this morning our brave Catalonians, the Blan- 
desgues and dragoons on foot, attacked the enemy at all points. Our 
artillery was placed fronting the Retiro, and several 24 pounders at 
every street, taking the enemy between two fires. The attack con- 
tinued very hot till evening, when the English flag was pulled down and 
the Spanish hoisted. The enemy surrendered themselves prisoners of 
war, but the officers are to have the honours. The British General and 
officers were quartered in several houses, and the troops locked up in 
the corporation houses. The enemy has had many killed and wounded; 
and we have also had great loss. On the 14th, Te Deum was sung with 
great rejoicings. 

The English vessels at Baragan Bay have all escaped. Of four ships 
of the line that presented themselves before this harbour, one was 
sunk by the forts, two were stranded and the other escaped. 
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The same paper in its issue of January 23, 1807, gives an "Ex- 
tract of a letter from a young gentleman at Monte Video, River 
La Plata, October 3, 1806, to his friend in Richmond, Virginia". 

I wrote you by a ship, bound to Charleston, who intends making an 
attempt to run out of the harbour this night, as the wind is fair, and a 
heavy fog coming on. — We arrived here after a passage of 46 days from 
Baltimore, which was a quick run, for upwards of 10,000 miles. The 
evening on which we arrived here, were brought to by a British ship 
called the Diomede, of 50 guns. One of the officers informed us, that 
they had taken Buenos Ayres, and held it for two months, but were 
compelled to give it up again, in consequence of being overpowered by 
numbers. After being detained a short time, the ship was ordered up 
to the commodore, who is now laying off this port, with one ship of 64, 
one of 50, one of 44, and a brig of 16 guns, who detained us 15 days; 
taking from us what provisions we could spare, and then permitted us 
to go to dock, but will not allow us to take out a cargo. The Spaniards 
will not permit any neutral vessel to quit their port, especially Ameri- 
cans. There are a number of ships which have been here six months, 
and most of them were laden with hides and dried beef, which must 
be spoiling by this time. 

The issue of February 11, 1807, gives the two following state- 
ments : 

The ship CRITERION, Captain Chace,of Nantucket, arrived at 
Tarpaulin Cove, Nantucket, on January 30, 1807,' from Canton, via 
Port Jackson and Rio Janeiro : left Port Jackson in July, and the latter 
place 27th Nov. (1806). Admiral Sterling touched at Rio, about the 
middle of Nov. on his way to the River Plate; it was said Sir Home 
Popham was to be sent home under arrest, for disobedience of orders. 
The CRITERION, coming out from Rio, spoke an English vessel, 8 
days from the fleet off Montevideo, who informed the English had 
possession of a small place, called Montenado. Left at Port Jackson, 
July 29, (1806), ship Brothers, of Nantucket, with 800 bbls. sperma- 
ceti oil, bound for the coast of New Zealand. At Rio Janeiro, 27th 
November, brig Ausprie, Cleaveland, of New York; Elizabeth, of 
Philadelphia. 

Letters received in this city, from Rio Janeiro, state, that Admiral 
Sterling and General Grey, with the fleet and troops from England, 
had arrived there. 
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The Philadelphia American Daily Advertiser, in its issue of 
August 22, 1807, prints "A Letter from an officer of rank at 
Monte Video to his Friend in England", which "states the im- 
portant fact, of the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres having declared 
themselves an Independent Nation". 

Monte Video, March 16. 
An event of the most extraordinary nature has just come to our 
knowledge which is, that the people of Buenos Ayres, with a Frenchman 
by the name of Liniers at their head, have declared themselves an inde- 
pendent nation, like North America. In answer to a flag of truce, they 
say, that if we support them in this object, they will receive us with 
open arms, as their deliverers; but, on the contrary, if we want to make 
the country a colony to Great Britain, they will contest it to the last 
inch. In the mean time, we are obliged to content ourselves with remain- 
ing as we are, as our General wisely conceives his force too small to divide, 
by leaving a garrison here, and with the remainder to attack Buenos 
Aires; he therefore has determined to wait reinforcements, or perhaps, 
as they are quarrelling among themselves, we may at least be called in 
to settle the dispute. I have been with the General 50 miles up the 
country which is one continued flat, as we are told, of 500 leagues with- 
out even a hill. It is thinly inhabited, and those poor and wretched 
in the extreme owing to the narrow policy and oppression of the Span- 
iards. They are, as you know from what has been written of the 
country, of a dark copper colour, with remarkable long black hair; 
but I think, the women extremely handsome; they live to be sure in the 
greatest filth. I do not exaggerate when I tell you the price of an ox 
is a dollar and of a very good horse from two to five. With both those 
animals the whole face of the country is covered. 

The issue of September 30, 1807, notes the following: 

Captain Peterson, of the ship Bashaw, arrived at Baltimore in 75 
days from Monte Video. Left there the 19th of July. The reports 
were that the British army, consisting of 10,000 men, had landed about 
30 miles from Buenos Ayres on the 21st of June, and on the 6th of July 
were within two leagues of the outworks, which the Spaniards had 
thrown up near the city for its defence. Left at Ayres, about 80 sail 
of British merchant ships, principally loaded with British manufactures, 
for which there was no vent. Business at Monte Video was in a state 
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of entire stagnation; when Captain P. sailed there were not more than 
three ships loading, and none discharging. What little was done was 
principally with the English commissary general, chiefly for the supply 
of the troops with liquors, etc. In fact it appeared that articles of 
every description (common ardent spirits excepted) could be procured 
at a much lower rate than where they originally came from. 

The Philadelphia American Daily Advertiser, in its issue of 
November 18, 1807 gives the following interesting "Extracts of 
letters from an American Gentleman at Monte Video, to a com- 
mercial house in this City (Philadelphia)". 

August 8, 1807. 

On the 7th ult. I had the pleasure of writing to you per the Bashaw. 
We were then anxiously awaiting the result of the battle of Buenos 
Aires, though with very little doubt of its being in favor of the British 
arms, but on the morning of the 10th, to our infinite surprise, advices 
were received of a complete victory having been obtained by the Span- 
iards, and of Gen. Whitelocke's having agreed to a capitulation, by 
which he is bound to deliver up Monte Video, and evacuate the whole 
province within the space of two months. A revolution so complete, so 
sudden and so unexpected, is perhaps without example. The whole of 
the English population were aghast with wonder and dismay, while the 
Spaniards stared at each other in mute astonishment, scarcely believing 
it possible that they should thus in a moment be relieved from a yoke, 
which, in spite of the conciliating lenity of the British chiefs, was to 
them most hateful. I will not attempt to give you a description of 
the battle. The opposite parties of course differ materially in their 
accounts of it; but from the best information that I have been able to 
collect, it appears that the British loss in killed and wounded amounted 
to fifteen hundred men and in prisoners to an equal number. The 
Spaniards suffered in nearly the same proportion. 

It is stipulated in the treaty that all the prisoners on either side, in- 
cluding the army of Gen. Beresford, shall be restored; and the artillery 
and fortifications of Montevideo be left in exactly the state in which 
the British found them. And thus terminates this disastrous expedi- 
tion, which, after involving the province for so long a period in all the 
miseries of war, has inflicted the severest wound on the commercial 
interests and military glory of Britain, that she has for many years 
experienced. 
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Sept. 6 (1807). Since my last, I have paid a visit to Buenos Ayres. 
The government is so feeble, and the popular indignation against all 
strangers so violent, that it is in vain to attempt to speak with certainty 
of the result or any future commercial transactions here. The munici- 
pality are decidedly opposed to the admission of foreign vessels on any 
pretext whatsoever, and they are supported by almost the wholy body 
of the merchants. On the other hand, Liniers the regent, and all the 
officers of government seem determined to pay every respect to the 
orders of the King. 

The same paper in its issue of June 23, 1807, publishes the fol- 
lowing extracts of letters which probably form one of the first 
"commercial reports" ever written to interest United States 
merchants in the River Plate trade: 

MONTE VIDEO. 

The following extract of a letter presents matter of some interest: 

"The treasure is immense; some calculate 32 millions sterling. Dur- 
ing the siege, they loaded a French frigate, and two gun-brigs, with 
dollars, which they cowardly set fire to on the morning the town sur- 
rendered. About 20 deserters from the British camp, and three Ameri- 
cans, that had possession of one of the Spanish batteries, and would 
not surrender, are to be hanged, together with the whole of the crew of 
the Jane Shore Guineaman, that had mutinied and killed their officers. 

"The country is in a state of nature, without cultivation, but still 
produces luxuriantly. A bullock will cost about a dollar, and a horse 
about three or four rials. Wool and hides, tobacco, tea and chocolate, 
in heaps, lay about the fields, perhaps walled about, in some places, 
with cow horns and bones. The city contains about 40,000 inhabitants, 
who are very swarthy in the face. The women dress loosely, and seem 
a little curious to gaze after strangers. 

"There is a great demand for clerks; and tradesmen can easily make 
a fortune in a short time. The Aurora is arrived. Neither the Gar- 
land nor Mary are yet arrived. I saw 14 dollars paid for a quire of 
common writing paper, and 3s. Id. for a glass to a watch." 

Another letter, after alluding to the desperate attack on the town, 
says," The climate seems to agree very well with me; and though the 
heat is very oppressive, the air has all the salubrity it is famed for." 
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American vessels in the River Plate in 1806 and 1807 included 
the following: 

1. Arctic, ship, Captain Collins, arrived Charleston about 
Sept. 1, 1806, in 68 days from the River Plate (ADA, 10 Sept. 8, 
1806). 

2. John, ship, Captain Watson, arrived Charleston, Sept. 6, 
1806, (ADA, Sept. 20, 1806). 

3. American Eagle, ship, Captain King, was there July-Oct. 
1806, (ADA, Jan. 14, 1807). 

4. Eugene, ship, Captain Hickson, of Boston, was there July 
Oct., 1806, (ADA, Jan. 14, 1807). 

5. Bellisarius, ship, Captain Wilds, of Boston, was there July- 
Oct. 1806, (ADA, Jan. 14, 1807). 

6. Harriet and Jane, brig, Captain Turner, of Portland, was 
there June-Oct., 1806, (ADA, Jan. 14, 1807). 

7. Margaret, ship, Captain Millberry, of Charleston, was there 
June-Oct., 1806, (ADA, Jan. 14, 1807). 

8. Mary, brig, Captain Runbury, of Baltimore, was there 
Sept.-Oct., 1806, (ADA, Jan. 14, 1807). 

9. Recourse, ship, Captain McGee, of Providence, was there 
July-Oct., 1806, (ADA, Jan. 14, 1807). 

10. Rufus, ship, Captain Dabney, of Boston, was there Sept.- 
Oct., 1806, (ADA, Jan. 14, 1807). 

11. Truth, ship, Captain Wald, of Boston, was there July- 
Oct. 1806, (ADA, Jan. 14, 1807). 

12. Venelia, ship, Captain Welsh, of Boston, was there July- 
Oct., 1806, (ADA, Jan. 14, 1807). 

13. Pigou, ship, Captain Collet, of Philadelphia, was there 
March-Oct. 1806, (ADA, Jan. 14, 1807). 

14. Whampoa, ship, Captain Bourne, from New York, was 
there Aug.-Oct. 1806, (ADA, Jan. 14, 1807); arrived New York, 
Sept 1, 1807. 

15. Bashaw, ship, Captain Peterkin, in River Plate Nov. 26, 
1806, (ADA, Feb. 28, 1807). 

16. Perseverance, Captain Brown, in River Plate, Nov. 26, 1806, 
(ADA, Feb. 26, 1807). 

10 American Daily Advertiser of Philadelphia. 
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17. Superb, Captain Longfield, in River Plate, Nov. 26, 1806, 
(ADA, Feb. 28, 1807). 

18. Swift, Captain Baker, of Newport, in River Plate, Nov. 
26, 1806, (ADA, Feb. 28, 1807). 

19. Mary, ship, Captain Campbell, of Charleston, sailed from 
Montevideo, October 2, 1806. 

20. Trial, Captain Malborn, at Montevideo, Nov. 26, 1806, 
(ADA, Feb. 28, 1807). 

21. Minerva, Captain Gernon, at Montevideo, Nov. 26, 1806, 
(ADA, Feb. 28, 1807). 

22. Tiger, Captain Webb, of Philadelphia, at Maldonado, 
Nov. 26, 1806, (ADA, Feb. 28, 1807). 

23. Bounty, brig, Captain Dutton, of Portland, sent to Cape, 
Nov. 20, 1806, (ADA, Feb. 28, 1807). 

24. Columbia, Captain Hudson, passed up river, not allowed 
entry, (ADA, Feb. 28, 1807). 

25. Mentor, Captain Fitch, passed up river, not allowed entry, 
(ADA, Feb. 28, 1807). 

26. Pallas, brig, Captain Rice, of Boston, at Montevideo, 
June 22, 1807, arrived Boston, Noy. 8, 1807. 

27. Palmyra, ship, Captain Whitney, of Providence, at Monte- 
video, June 22, 1807, arrived Charleston. 

28. Arrow, Captain Fletche, of Boston, at Montevideo, April 
22, 1807, arrived Boston, Nov. 9, 1807. 

29. Providence, Captain Stephenson, of Boston, at Monte- 
video, April 22, 1807. 

30. Little Lass, Captain Bullock, of Boston, at Montevideo, 
April 22, 1807. 

31. Superb, Captain Lombard, of Boston, at Montevideo, April 
22, 1807. 

32. Brag, schooner, at Montevideo, April 22, 1807. 

33. Sophronia, Captain Warren, at Montevide, April 22,- 
Nov., 1807. 

34. Cotton Planter, Captain Gardiner, at Montevideo, April 
22, 1807. 

35. Charles and Harriot, Captain Tisdale, at Montevideo, 
April 22, 1807, sailing for Newport in 3 days. 
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36. Polly, brig, Captain Corey, of Providence, at Montevideo, 
June 22, 1807. 

37. Union, brig, Captain Hussey, of Nantucket, at Monte- 
video, June 22, 1807. 

38. Eliza Carey, brig, of Providence, at Montevideo, Nov., 
1807. 

39. Olive Branch, Captain King, of Boston, arrived Monte- 
video, Nov. 23, 1807. 

40. George and Mary, of Providence. 

41. Beagal, of New York, wrecked off Montevideo, Feb. 9, 
1807. 

42. Hampden. 

The status of United States trade in the River Plate just 
after the close of the British invasions may be inferred from the 
following extract from the American Daily Advertiser of Phila- 
delphia, for January 7, 1808: 

The ship FRANKLIN, Captain Ehronstrom, arrived at Charleston, 
South Carolina, from Montevideo, in 65 days on December 24, 1807. 
Captain Ehronstrom left Buenos Ayres on October 14, 1807, leaving 
at that place the ship DIANA, Captain Tibbs, of Wiscasset, expected 
to take in a cargo in a few days for England, and the brig BETSY, Cap- 
tain Forest, of Charleston, taking in a cargo for the Cape of Good 
Hope; also the Danish ship, FORTUNE Captain, Petenor, taking in a 
cargo for London, and five Portuguese vessels, brigs and schooners. 

About a week previous to the FRANKLIN'S sailing, all the neutrals 
received orders from the government there, that they must depart 
from the River of Plate in 40 days from the date of the order, loaded or 
not. It was the general opinion there, that the Americans and Portu- 
guese were all spies for the English; and for the term of two years, no 
neutral whatever would be admitted into any of the ports in the River 
of Plate, under any pretence whatever, even if they should have a 
Royal license. 

Gen. Liniers had entered into a new treaty with the commander of 
the British squadron, left cruising in the river, (which consisted of a 
frigate, a sloop of war, and a cutter) that the British were not to molest 
the river trade, that is, from Montevideo to Buenos Ayres, or any of 
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the ports above Montevideo; and that the Spanish Government, are 
to supply the British squadron, or any ships of the nation that may put 
in there, with what supplies they may want. Maldonado was ap- 
pointed the port for their rendezvous and this was to continue in force 
for 6 months. 

On the 17th Oct. (the FRANKLIN) was boarded off Maldonado by the 
British frigate NEREID, Captain Cobbet, who took the chief mate out 
of the ship, he being an Englishman, but otherwise treated us politely.— 
The sloop of war and cutter were also in sight. — They informed us, that 
it was their determination not to molest the river trade, as the Spaniards 
supplied them with everything they wanted. Capt. Cobbet also told 
us, that he expected a war between America and England, and that we 
should be taken before we got home. 

It would be interesting to know if the letter which David C. 
de Forest wrote from Buenos Aires on October 4, 1807, to James 
Madison, then Secretary of State of the United States of Amer- 
ica, went on the "Franklin". It urged the appointment of a 
Consular Commercial Agent of the United States at that place, 
which action De Forrest assumed would be "highly pleasing to 
the inhabitants, and sufficiently countenanced by this Govern- 
ment to answer all the purposes for which he would be admitted, 
although the laws would not allow of his being formally 
admitted". 11 

The reference is to the Spanish law of April 24, 1807, pro- 
hibiting the residence of foreign consuls in the Spanish Colonial 
dominions of America. In this connection it is interesting to 
refer to the issue of the American Daily Advertiser of Philadel- 
phia for May 16, 1805, which contains a long account of the 
arrest of Mr. Vincent Gray, Acting American Consul at Havana, 
Cuba, on April 26, 1805, written from Havana. The following 
statement is made therein: 

The governor is fearful of acknowledging his having received and 
still admitting a public resident; and the others are desirous of fixing 
it upon his excellency, although all of them have occasionally com- 
municated with Mr. Gray in his official capacity. 

u See Chandler, Inter-American Acquaintances, pp. 48-49. 
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The American Daily Advertiser for June 18, 1806, mentions 
that a Mr. Maurice Rogers of Philadelphia has been appointed 
Consul of the United States for Santiago de Cuba and its adja- 
cent ports. It will be remembered that Augustine Madan had 
been appointed Consul of the United States of America at 
La Guaira in 1800. 

Charles Lyon Chandlee 



